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AYSO R34 Guidelines for All Star Team Formation 

 

1. Performance Evaluation 

(a) All Star Formation is applicable to competitive divisions only, U10U14. 

(b) Coaches will be asked to circle 2 ‘players-of-the-game’ (POG) after each game of the regular 
season, with the suggestion of looking for both attacking and defending skills. 

(c) The Draft Manager (DM) and the Division Captains (DC’s) will ask coaches to submit likely 
nominations with names and jersey numbers about 2/3’s of the way through the season. 

(d) The comprehensive list of nominees will be distributed to the coaches so that they can take 
extra care to watch for key players as the season goes into the final weeks before Beach Cup.  

(e) At the end of the season, each coach will be asked to rank his players. 

(f) The DM will create a card for each player showing coach ranking as well as scoring and POTG 
stats for the season. 

(g) Any player who did not make 2/3’s of their regular season and Beach Cup games, other than 
due to injury, is not eligible for All Stars.  

 

2. Draft Process 

(a) The DM will schedule an All Star draft for each division which will be attended by the DC and 
the head coaches, as well as any other Board Member as needed. 

(b) The process starts with the nominees’ cards being laid out on the table roughly in formation of 
their various soccer positions. 

(c) At this point, coaches can start talking about various strengths and weaknesses of the 
nominees.   

(d) Any information on a player, whether good or bad, may be presented and can involve aspects 
other than just soccer skills, such as attendance, behavior issues, scheduling conflicts. 

(e) Coaches may also choose to withdraw a nominee or nominate other players ‘from the floor’.  A 
coach can nominate from the floor a player on another coach’s team. 
 

(f) Once the nomination pool is set, coaches will be asked to vote for a certain number players. 
 
(g) The DM and DC will tally the votes and announce who has made the team in that round, if any. 
 
(h) The number of votes cast for each round and the criteria for ‘making the cut’ will vary 

depending on the number of coaches and nominees, and will be decided accordingly by the 
DM and DC for each round. 

 
(i) Cards for players making the cut will be pulled from the nominee pool and placed in a separate 

pool roughly in formation of their various soccer positions. 
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(j) The DM and DC may go right into the next round of voting or may encourage further discussion 
among coaches to analyze team needs and strength and weaknesses of remaining nominees. 

 
(k) As the rounds continue, the DM and DC may determine that there is clear agreement after a 

round of voting who has made the cut and who should be the alternates. 
 
(l) If there is not a clear consensus on the last one or two spots, them DM and DC may choose, 

with input from the coaches, to do any of the following: 
 

i. pull out the nominee(s) with the least votes and revote; 

ii. disclose to the coaches the relative votes for each remaining nominee and revote; 

iii. leave the last position open and allow the coach to pull from the pool of agreed upon 
alternates (the coach can decide later but must fill it at some point). 

 
 

 

3. In case of Two Teams per Division 

(a) The RC and CA, with input from other board members and coaches as needed, will determine 
the number of teams that compete at the Area 1D tournament, as well as in which flight, if 
multiple flights are offered.  In some instances, the number of teams by region is not known 
until late in the season.  Placement into various Area flights will be based on space available at 
Area and ability to form competitive teams. 

(b) If both teams are in the same tier, the teams must be balanced, but can be formed as an ‘A’ 
and ‘B’ if one team is in each tier. 

(c) If balancing: 

i. If a division has 2 flights from the regular season 

a. and the flights are deemed balanced, the coaches and DC may choose for each 
flight to conduct their own separate draft according to the ‘Draft Process’ above, 

b. but if the flights are deemed unbalanced, the coaches and DC may choose to 
combine all nominees in one pool and proceed as if there was only one flight. 

c. If no clear consensus, the DM or DC may choose or a simple majority vote by the 
coaches can be used. 

ii. If a division has one flight or 2 flights have been combined into one pool: 

a. The draft process will be conducted according to the ‘Draft Process’ above, except 
voting will continue until there are enough players who made the cut plus alternates 
to form 2 teams. 

b. After coaches have been decided, any players affiliated with an AllStar selected 
coach are pulled from the pool, and coaches will determine who picks first by such 
method as a flip of a coin. 

c. Coaches will then starting drafting kids from the main pool alternating one pick at a 
time until each coach has a full team. 
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(d) If forming ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams: 

i. The draft process will be conducted according to the ‘Draft Process’ above until the first 
team is completely formed with no open spots. 

ii. The draft process will resume for the second team and continue until there are no open 
slots or with one open slot left to the discretion of the coach to fill from remaining 
alternates. 

 

4. Coach Selection 

(a) Toward the end of the season, the DC should inquire with coaches as to their interest in 
coaching their division’s All Star team, and any interested coach should reply by completing All-
Star coach application form provided by DC. 

(b) The coach selection committee, comprising mainly the CA and RC, along with the DC for each 
division, will select the coach based on the following criteria: 

i. Having demonstrated adherence to the AYSO philosophies, especially sportsmanship; 

ii. Having exemplified the values of a volunteer; 

iii. Having demonstrated qualities of a successful coach, which may have nothing to do with 
wins and losses. 

(c) The  coach  selection  committee  will  also  determine  alternate  coaches  should  the  first  
choice decline the offer. 

(d) It is not a requirement that a coach have a child on the All Star team, nor is it a requirement that 
the coach to have been a coach during the regular season. 

(e) Coach’s children are not guaranteed to be placed on AllStar team.  They must be selected for 
the team the same way all players are selected (as described in this document). 

(f) The All Star coach is not announced until the All Star draft is completed, except in the case of a 
twopool balanced teams, where the coaches are announced after the main pool selection, but 
before the final draft. 

(g) If a coach declines the offer, then the offer will go to the next coach on the alternate list. 

(h) Both head coach and assistant coach must be age appropriate certified. 

(i) In the case of multiple teams in a division: 

i. For balanced teams, the board will announce coaches for each team.  If coaches have 
players affiliated with teams, they will be assigned to the team their child/affiliated player 
resides.  If  both  coach’s  players  are  on  same  team, the DM  will  work  with  the  two 
coaches to maintain balance and will shift two players to ensure each team has a coach. 

ii. For teams split into ‘A’ and ‘B’, the board will announce coaches for each team.  If 
coaches have players affiliated with teams, they will be assigned to the team their 
child/affiliated player resides.  If both coach’s players are on same team, board will work 
with the two coaches to maintain balance and will shift two players to ensure each team 
has a coach. 
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iii. The head All Star coach is free to select his own assistant coach, as long as that coach is 
age appropriate certified, although an assistant with a child on the team is recommended. 

 

5. Pulling from Alternates 

(a) The pool of alternates is determined the final stages of the draft. 

(b) Players in the draft are considered equal and are not ranked or prioritized. 

(c) If a player declines the offer to join the All Star Team leaving an open slot, the coach must fill 
that slot from the pool of alternates.  If there are no more candidates remaining in the pool, the 
coach is free to invite any eligible player from the nominee list after obtaining approval from DM 
or CA. 

(d) The DM and CA should be made aware of all declines and subsequent invitations to alternates.  

(e) In the case of multiple teams: 

i. For balanced teams, either coach can approach an alternate, but must obtain approval 
from DM or CA first.. 

a. In the case where both coaches want the same player, the DM or CA will approach 
the player (not the coaches). 

b. Once an alternate accepts an invitation, they are no longer considered an alternate. 

ii. For ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams: 

a. If an ‘A’ team has an open slot, the ‘A’ team coach has until a date set by the DM and 
DC, usually around one week from the draft date, to invite any ‘B’ players to shift to 
the ‘A’ team. 

b. The ‘A’ coach should work closely with the post season DM and ‘B’ coach to make 
these transitions as smooth as possible. 

c. Either coach is free to invite players from the pool of alternates, although priority is 
given to the ‘A’ coach in the first week after the draft. Coaches must obtain approval 
from DM or CA first, to eliminate duplicate requests to same player. 

 

6. General 

(a) It is in the best interest of the All Star coach to notify their players of their selection to the All 
Star Team, preferably within one day of receiving player contact information provided by DM or 
post season coordinator. 

(b) While the overall All Star selection process is publicized and coaches are free to discuss at a 
high level, coaches must refrain from discussing any specifics of voting or comments about 
players made during the draft.   

(c) If a parent asks a coach why their child did not make the All Star team, the coach is 
encouraged to offer recommendations for improvement and to provide a possible path to post 
season play the following year. 
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(d) Players may be asked by their coach to sign a letter of commitment as provided by the Region. 

(e) It is up to each coach to set expectations for attendance and time commitment. 

(f) If a player has significant conflicts with the All Star season, such as playing another soccer club 
or playing other sports, they coach may request approval from the DM or CA to rescind the 
invitation to the player.  

(g) Each player will be responsible for covering the cost of their uniform and any outside 
tournament fees (the Area 1D tournament has no fees). 

(h) Each team is expected to provide referees for any outside tournaments (the Region will provide 
refs for the Area 1D tournament). 

(i) All star teams must be self funding. 

(j) Scholarships for the All Star team will be considered on a case by case situation, but must be 
funded within the overall All Star budget. 

(k) Players are not required to purchase an All Star jacket. 

(l) Only one coach per team allowed at the draft.  If a head coach cannot make it, an assistant coach 
may take the place of a head coach with the prior approval of the DC. 


